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MISSION
To aid the United States in preserving 
its world leadership in science and 
technology by providing scholarships to 
college students who exhibit motivation, 
imagination and exceptional performance 
in the science or engineering field of their 
major. Facilitates programs to educate 
the general public and organizations 
concerning the importance of science 
and technology in America, and space 
exploration in particular.

Letter from the Chairman  
   I wanted to open our first letter from the 
Chairman with a message of gratitude to you, 
the many supporters of our Foundation. Since 
being elected to this position in May, I have 
seen first-hand the substantial impact your 
generosity has had on the brightest minds 
in science and technology today. We’ve 
been traveling across the country to meet 
our newest class of scholars, touring their 
research facilities and presenting them with 
well-deserved scholarships. In an exciting 
first for the Foundation, one of our alumni 
scholars earned a spot in NASA’s newest 
class of astronauts.
   When you read about this amazing astronaut 
scholar, Christina Hammock, you can see 
how a passionate engineer transitioned from 
dreaming about becoming an astronaut, to being mentored by astronauts, and now, finally, 
to officially earning the title. We are so proud of Christina and all she has accomplished, 
but her most exciting ventures are sure to come.
   A lot has happened since our last newsletter, and we are pleased to have produced 
two successful fundraising events honoring fellow astronauts, our sixth annual Astronaut 
Autograph and Memorabilia Show, and three online space memorabilia auctions.
   However, we also bid farewell to one of our founders, Mercury 7 astronaut Scott 
Carpenter. Scott was a great supporter of the Foundation throughout its existence, and 
he will be greatly missed.
   Thank you again for your continued support. You are the reason we are able to 
encourage so many phenomenally innovative students each year who will in turn do the 
same for our great nation.
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In October, ASF’s Executive Committee voted to 
name Tammy Knowles as Executive Director. Ms. 
Knowles will oversee leadership activities and the 
philanthropic transition for the Foundation. She brings 
to the organization nearly a decade of experience 
leading organizational growth for non-profit start-
ups, developing major gift campaigns, and cultivating 
successful community outreach strategies. Ms. 
Knowles gained her work experience with national 
organizations, local mid-size non-profits, and by 
leading a start-up organization. She will utilize her 
skills to continue expanding the impact on people with 

an interest in science and technology education. “We are thrilled to have Tammy on our 
team,” said ASF Chairman Dan Brandenstein. “The wide range of experience and skills 
she brings to the table will result in the continued success of promoting science and 
technology education and supporting America’s brightest scholars.”

New Leadership for a New Year



1936-2013
Fullerton served as pilot on the Enterprise Approach and 

Landing Test’s first crew. He went on to pilot Columbia on 
the STS-3 mission and command Challenger

on STS-51F.

1929-2013
Fowler was a Mercury Atlas Test Conductor responsible 
for check out and launch. By 1963, he had launched men 

into space as Site Manager and Launch Conductor for 
General Dynamics.

in MEMORIAM

Remembering Our Founder and Mercury Hero

Mercury astronaut Scott Carpenter passed away on October 10, 2013.  As one of the founders 
of the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation, he played an integral role in guiding the Foundation 
over the last three decades.

Carpenter was born in Boulder, Colorado on May 1, 1925. He studied aeronautical engineering 
at the University of Colorado at Boulder before joining the Navy and becoming a pilot, serving 
with Patrol Squadron 6 during the Korean War.

Carpenter secured his place in history on May 24, 1962, when he became the second American 
to achieve orbital spaceflight, circling the Earth three times in his Aurora 7 spacecraft before 
splashing down in the Atlantic Ocean.

Although he is best remembered for his achievements as an astronaut, Carpenter also made 
history exploring a different frontier under the sea as an aquanaut. He spent 30 days living 
and working on the ocean floor as Training Officer and Officer-in-Charge on the SEALAB 
II program. Read more about Carpenter’s achievements on his official website, located at 
ScottCarpenter.com.

Carpenter – along with the other five surviving members of the Mercury 7; Betty Grissom, 
widow of the seventh; Dr. William Douglas, the Project Mercury flight surgeon; and Henri 
Landwirth, an Orlando businessman and friend of the astronauts – established the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation in 1984. The 
Foundation, formerly known as the Mercury 7 Foundation, originally funded seven $1,000 scholarships. It has since grown, now giving 
twenty-eight $10,000 scholarships annually to deserving students nationwide.

Carpenter was a true friend and fervent supporter of the Foundation throughout his life, serving on the Board of Directors, attending 
numerous events, and presenting scholarship checks to scholars. He will be missed.

Astronaut scholar alumni are doing their part to give back in honor of Carpenter. A 2013 Scholars Give Back Campaign, led by Foundation 
Vice Chairman and scholar alumna Lisa Schott, is raising funds in his name. Additionally, a Scott Carpenter Memorial Scholarship will 
be presented at the University of Colorado at Boulder in 2014.

Astronaut Scott Carpenter Passes Away at Age 88

Gordon Fullerton  

To donate to the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation in memory of Scott Carpenter, Gordon 
Fullerton, or Calvin Fowler, visit our website at AstronautScholarship.org, call 321-449-4876 

or email jan@astronautscholarship.org for more information. Please make checks payable 
to the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation, referencing the name of the astronaut you are 

making your donation in memory of in the memo line, and mail to:

Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code: ASF-1

Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899

Calvin Fowler  
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our first scholar Astronaut

For the first time in the history of the Foundation, an ASF Astronaut 
Scholarship recipient has been selected to train as an astronaut. 

Christina M. Hammock, who earned an Astronaut Scholarship 
while studying electrical engineering and physics at North Carolina 
State University, was named a member of NASA’s 21st Astronaut 
Class on June 17, 2013 and introduced to the public at a NASA 
press conference on Aug. 20.

Upon hearing the news, the ASF office was abuzz with excitement. 

“We are so proud of Christina’s accomplishment, and to have her 
as a member of the ASF family,” said Nicole Russ, ASF’s Program 
Director. “She is a shining example of what Astronaut Scholars are 
capable of achieving and it’s amazing to see our mission come full 
circle in this way.”

Hammock’s journey toward astronaut candidacy started with an 
early childhood fascination with space and got a boost when she 
started middle school. “I got into math and science around sixth 
grade, as soon as those subjects were taught separately,” she says. 
“I found I did well in them and liked them.”

By the time Hammock entered college, her interests had turned into 
passions, and her dream of becoming an astronaut had evolved into 
a goal. So she pursued her interests with fervor, double-majoring 
in electrical engineering and physics and learning to apply her 
knowledge in the field of space science. 

NASA’s 21st Astronaut Class Includes ASF Scholar

Her instincts served her well. As a junior and senior, Hammock 
earned an Astronaut Scholarship recognizing her exceptional 
talent and achievement. 

“Becoming an Astronaut Scholar was instrumental in keeping 
my dream to become an astronaut quite alive, as my involvement 
with ASF allowed me to meet so many of my heroes from the 
space program,” she wrote in an email to ASF while in the midst 
of NASA’s astronaut candidate selection process. “ASF played a 
huge role in me getting to this stage.”

Through the Foundation, Hammock was introduced to several 
astronauts including ASF Founder John Glenn, James Lovell and 
the late Sally Ride. “Simply interacting with them and experiencing 
their enthusiasm and charismatic personalities in action was 
inspiring,” she says. “But knowing that these same people made 
history and braved incredible circumstances was even more of an 
inspiration.”

“Astronauts symbolize a spirit of exploration and the ideal of going 
after big things, even if they seem impossible,” Hammock adds.

Following her studies at North Carolina State University, where 
she earned a pair of bachelor’s degrees as well as a master’s in 
electrical engineering, Hammock held positions at the Johns 
Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory, Raytheon Polar Services 
and NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. She applied for astronaut 
candidacy in Jan. 2012, while serving as station chief for the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in 
American Samoa.

NASA received over 6,100 applications from aspiring astronauts, 
about 400 of which progressed through an initial screening. 
Approximately 120 were then invited to Johnson Space Center for 
a three-day interview. Hammock was one of just 50 to progress 
through to the final round, a weeklong evaluation that consisted of 
medical tests, skills tests, group activities and interviews. 

Christina Hammock Selected to Serve Among Nation’s Elite

Christina Hammock, scholar and future astronaut

Christina worked as a Science Technician at the U.S. Science 
Base Summit Station in Greenland.
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the best and brightest in the country

Congratulations to the Astronaut Scholar Class of 2013

As students returned to universities across the country in the fall, 
28 gifted students had an extra something to look forward to – 
an Astronaut Scholarship. The scholarship grants each of these 
deserving students $10,000 towards their studies. 

We extend our congratulations to the 2013 Astronaut Scholar class, 
comprised of the following students:

•	 Daniel	Abercrombie, Pennsylvania State University, nuclear 
engineering and physics

•	 Dillon	Amaya, Texas A&M University, meteorology
•	 Dirk	Auman, Miami University, engineering and physics
•	 Samuel	Bashevkin,* Tufts University, biology
•	 Daniel	 Boman, University of Minnesota, mechanical 

engineering
•	 Dustin	Carlino, University of Texas, computer science
•	 Amanda	 Couch, Texas A&M University, electrical 

engineering
•	 Matthew	 Doran, University of Wisconsin, electrical and 

computer engineering
•	 Joshua	Edelman, Harvey Mudd College, engineering
•	 Emily	Erickson, Purdue University, biochemistry and animal 

science
•	 Tyler	Flynn, University of Kentucky, mechanical engineering 

and physics
•	 Josiah	Hanna, University of Kentucky, computer science and 

mathematics
•	 Eric	 Hansen, University of Arizona, chemistry, math and 

biochemistry
•	 Brandon	Johnson, North Dakota State University, physics, 

math and music

•	 Caitlin	 Mackey, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
mechanical engineering

•	 Ryan	 Milcarek, Syracuse University, mechanical 
engineering

•	 Richard	 Murdock, University of Central Florida, 
mechanical engineering

•	 Srinidhi	 Radhakrishnan,* University of Colorado, 
chemical and biological engineering

•	 Michael	Reynolds, University of Oklahoma, physics
•	 Brenden	Roberts, Clemson University, physics and math 

sciences
•	 Jason	 Silverman, University of Southern California, 

astronautical engineering
•	 Keval	Tilva, Georgia Institute of Technology, biomedical 

engineering
•	 Alex	Vaschillo, University of Washington, math, chemistry 

and physics
•	 Praveen	 Venkataramana, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, mathematics
•	 Paige	 Voigt, University of Minnesota, biomedical 

engineering
•	 Meghan	 Wilt, North Carolina State University, textile 

engineering and chemical engineering
•	 Vincent	Yu,* University of Rochester, math, physics and 

astronomy
•	 Ellen	Zhong,* University of Virginia, chemical engineering
• 
                       *2012 scholars who were renewed for a second year

What is the Astronaut Scholarship?

The Astronaut Scholarship is the largest monetary award given in 
the United States to undergraduate STEM students based solely 
on merit. The chosen scholars exhibit motivation, imagination, 
and exceptional performance in these fields. To date, the ASF 
has given more than $3.5 million in scholarships.

How are students selected?

To be eligible, students must be U.S. citizens attending one of 
the institutions the Foundation supports; entering their junior or 
senior year; majoring in Engineering, Natural or Applied Science, 
or Mathematics; and nominated for consideration by a professor 
at that institution. An on-campus committee then analyzes the 
applicants and nominates the top two candidates to the ASF 
Scholarship Committee. The ASF Scholarship Committee then 
reviews and recommends the best candidates from each school 
before the ASF Board of Directors, which approves the selected 
students during the annual meeting in May.

Nation’s Brilliant STEM Students Continue to Impress

Scholar Josiah Hanna and Skylab astronaut Joe Kerwin
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2013 astronaut hall of fame induction

Three Astronaut Heroes Inducted to Hall of Fame
Curt Brown, Eileen Collins, and Bonnie Dunbar Honored at Gala

2013 Astronaut Hall of Fame Inductees Bonnie Dunbar, Curt Brown, and Eileen Collins

One of ASF’s most exciting and successful fundraising events 
of the year is the annual U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame Induction 
Gala, a grand dinner banquet honoring that year’s class of U.S. 
Astronaut Hall of Fame (AHOF) inductees. ASF’s Induction 
Selection Committee arranges the selection of new inductees 
into the AHOF each year, and ASF works hand-in-hand with 
Delaware North Companies (DNC) to honor those astronauts 
with the gala and an official induction ceremony held at 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex (KSCVC) the next day. 
This year, Curt Brown, Eileen Collins, and Bonnie Dunbar were 
the astronauts elected to be admitted into this elite group.

Festivities kicked off on the evening of Friday, April 19 with a 
VIP reception at the AHOF for the astronauts and top-tier ticket-
holders. Guests got a first glimpse at the likenesses of the three 
astronauts that would make their home there from now on.

From there, the celebration moved to KSCVC’s impressive 
Apollo/Saturn V Center, the site of the evening’s grand gala. 
Nearly 30 astronauts entered via red carpet before taking their 
seats and joining the guests for dinner. The night’s program 
included a video presentation introducing the inductees, an 
exciting live auction, and a keynote address by Astronaut 
Scholar Daniel Araya. 

The morning of Saturday, April 20, astronauts, scholars, 

and patrons joined together at the annual Scholar Technical 
Conference. The conference provides Astronaut Scholars a 
venue to present their research, field questions, and network. 
Attending one of these fascinating conferences, one truly gets a 
sense of how exceptional our scholars are.

The Induction celebrations continued Saturday afternoon at 
the official Induction ceremony, held on-site at KSCVC. Each 
newly-inducted astronaut was welcomed into the Hall of Fame 
before an audience of their peers. This ceremony is open to the 
public and gives KSC visitors the chance to see these astronaut 
legends and hear their stories, as well as learn about the ASF.

Upon receiving her medal, Dunbar said, “There’s probably no 
other event that would be so special than to be recognized by 
[our] peers. [I’m] humbled, but very honored.”

Tickets to this year’s gala and weekend will be available soon! 
Keep checking our website for updates and make sure you 
secure your space to witness history.

SAVE THE DATE
Celebrate our 30th Anniversary with ASF

at the Induction Gala on May 2, 2014



skylab program 40th anniversary

40 Years Later, Skylab Crews Reminisce Together
Skylab and SMEAT Crewmembers Talk Adventures Onboard

Skylab astronauts Paul Weitz, Alan Bean, Jack Lousma, Jerry Carr, Bill Pogue and Ed Gibson

The Skylab program saw its 40th anniversary this year. Skylab, 
the United States’ first space station, launched atop a modified 
Saturn V rocket on May 14, 1973. Three crews of three 
astronauts each spent increasingly longer periods of time in 
space, consecutively breaking new time records that were held until 
the Mir program. All together, Skylab 2 astronauts Pete Conrad, Paul 
Weitz, and Joe Kerwin; Skylab 3 astronauts Alan Bean, Jack Lousma, and Owen 
Garriott; and Skylab 4 astronauts Jerry Carr, Bill Pogue, and Ed Gibson spent a total of 
171 days living and working on board the space station.

ASF honored these astronauts and their contributions to science and the space program at the 
Skylab 40th Anniversary Celebration, held July 27, 2013 at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
Complex’s Apollo/Saturn V Center. Skylab astronauts Alan Bean, Jerry Carr, Ed Gibson, 
Jack Lousma, Bill Pogue, and Paul Weitz were in attendance, as well as 
Skylab Medical Experiment Altitude Test (SMEAT) crew members Karol 
“Bo” Bobko, Robert Crippen, and William Thornton; Vance Brand, 
backup commander for Skylab 3 and 4; Nancy Conrad, widow 
of the late Pete Conrad; and fellow astronauts Robert 
Cabana, Fred Gregory, and Gen. Thomas Stafford.

During the opening reception, guests were invited to 
recreate an official NASA portrait with the Skylab group before settling down to enjoy a 
meal prepared by Delaware North Company’s chefs. After dinner, Space Shuttle astronaut and SMEAT 
crew member Crippen moderated a lively panel consisting of the Skylab astronauts and SMEAT crew 
members present that night. The engaging and educational discussion found the astronauts sharing 
personal stories from their time spent in the program. Dessert and a live auction followed the panel.

As the night came to a close, the benefit had raised more than $33,000 for the Foundation. Thank you 
to sponsors James Long, Lockheed Martin, Radisson Resort at the Port, Ken and Theresa Havekotte, 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex, and First Photo Studio.
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astronaut autograph & memorabilia show

Space Fans of All Ages Mingle Among Astronauts
A Weekend Full of  Adventure, Stories, and New Memories

Astronauts and space guests touched down on the Space Coast this 
November to meet their biggest fans at ASF’s annual Astronaut 
Autograph and Memorabilia Show (AAMS). The show, in its 
sixth year running, is anticipated by space fans from around the 
world. This year’s festivities took place on November 7-10, with 
the show itself open at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 
(KSCVC) on November 9-10.

ASF’s tiered ticket packages catered to space fanatics and casual 
enthusiasts alike. Those looking to attend only the autograph show 
at KSCVC were able to purchase One Day or Weekend passes, 
and those looking for a more out-of-this-world experience claimed 
Gold, Platinum, or Platinum Plus tickets. Each of these tiers 
offered a different level of involvement in the weekend.

The action began on the night of Thursday, Nov. 7 with a special 
Space Jeopardy hosted by Apollo 16 Moonwalker Charlie Duke.  
Teams of Platinum Plus and Platinum guests vied for the title of 
space trivia champions during the light-hearted game.

Platinum Plus guests were treated Friday morning to an exclusive, 
private tour of KSCVC’s new Space Shuttle Atlantis exhibit, led 
by astronaut Tom Jones.

Friday night was the setting of a classy VIP reception for the 
astronauts, Platinum Plus, and Platinum guests. Attendees 
mixed and mingled with the astronauts while dining on buffet-
style delicacies. ASF Chairman, Space Shuttle astronaut Dan 
Brandenstein, formally introduced those present to ASF’s new 
Executive Director, Tammy Knowles.

The dinner program for Gold, Platinum, and Platinum Plus guests 
this year was “A Tribute to the Right Stuff,” a vintage-themed 
look back to the 1960s, honoring the heroes of the early space 
program. Launch commentator Jack King led astronauts Gene 
Cernan and Dick Gordon – along with original NASA astronaut 
nurse, Dee O’Hara – in a panel discussion remembering the 
people, challenges, and stories that defined the early days of space 
exploration.

The night ended with a raffle drawing – followed by a surprise 
live auction of the raffle prize after it was generously donated back 
by the winner – and a few words by Laura Shepard Churchley, 
daughter of Mercury 7 astronaut Alan Shepard, about a unique 
donation: a replica of the golf club that her father used to take a 
swing on the Moon. The event was sponsored by James Long, 
Embraer, Hubble Huggers, First Photo Studio, Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex, Fineline Printing, and Radisson Resort 
at the Port.

For most, the highlight of the event is truly the show itself, held on 
KSCVC’s campus. The show – which took place over the weekend 
– featured autograph sessions, photo opportunities, lectures from 
the astronauts themselves, a unique space auction, and an exhibitor 
hall. The show is open to the public, and ASF patrons, interested 
locals, and KSCVC guests were all welcome to meet the astronauts 
present.

All together, this year’s AAMS garnered $109,000 for the 
Foundation. All proceeds from AAMS ticket sales benefit the ASF 
and support our goal of providing scholarships to exceptional 
college students pursuing degrees in STEM fields.

A Tribute to the Right Stuff
S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g ’ s  D i n n e r  a n d  P r o g r a m

Jack King, astronauts Gene Cernan and Dick Gordon, and Dee O’Hara

Moonwalker Edgar Mitchell signs an autograph for a young fan



auctions & astronaut experiences

The Foundation has a long-running tradition of fundraising through 
online auctions. Items made available for bidding are donated by 
astronauts and patrons alike and include unique collectibles, signed 
memorabilia, one-of-a-kind flown artifacts, and ASF’s signature 
Astronaut Experiences, which offer bidders the chance to win one-
on-one time with an astronaut host. 2013 saw three successful ASF 
auctions come and go. The Spring Auction, which ran March 7-15, 
raised more than $65,000; the Fall Auction, which ran August 16-
25, raised more than $35,000. ASF’s largest auction of the year, 
the Annual Auction, which opened Nov. 1, was showcased at the 
2013 Astronaut Autograph and Memorabilia Show and closed 
Nov. 9 after the Foundation’s “A Tribute to the Right Stuff” 
dinner and program, raising more than $65,000. All together, these 
auctions raised more than $165,000 for the Foundation. As with 
all of ASF’s fundraising endeavors, this amount plays a crucial 
role in the funding of scholarships for outstanding STEM students 
across the country. Many thanks to the astronauts and friends who 
donated their time, an item, an experience, or an autograph to these 
auctions! Bidding	on	our	next	auction	runs	March	21-29,	2014!

Adventures with Astronauts
Sure, astronauts have been to space, but they’re by no means above 
some suborbital adventures! This year, numerous ASF patrons 
enjoyed spending one-on-one time with an astronaut in a vacation 
destination, during an exclusive dinner, or at an event. These 
experiences, won as lots during ASF’s auctions, raised funds for 
our scholarships. Thank you to the participating astronauts who 
donated their time and to all of those who bid!

• Astronaut Dick Gordon visited the Grand Canyon with patrons 
Steve Wirth and Jill D’Agostino

• Astronaut Bob Crippen gave a personal tour to John Meredith 
and son Ian at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex

• David Stuedle was an honorary astronaut at 2013 Induction

A Year of Successful Auctions and Experiences
Online Fundraising Events Raise Over $165,000 for Foundation

Astronaut Jerry Carr and his wife Pat hosted the Matulka family 
and patrons Steve Wirth and Jill A’gostino at a home dinner party

• The Matulka family experienced a NASCAR race with 
astronaut Charlie Duke

• Patrons Steve Wirth and Jill D’Agostino visited astronaut 
Alan Bean’s art studio for a private tour

• The Mullikin family went SCUBA diving in the Florida Keys 
with astronaut Jeff Hoffman

• Patron Steve Wirth learned to put water skis to use with 
astronaut Kent Rominger

Vincent Cimino visited Gen. Thomas Stafford at his museum 

Astronaut Sam Gemar took Scott Clemens for a thrilling 
biplane ride over Kansas

The Lucas family toured San Antonio with astronaut 
Charlie Duke and his wife Dotty

9
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the gift of giving

As the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation looks forward, it is 
imperative to focus on increasing our ability to fund and award 
more students with Astronaut Scholarships. In order to increase the 
number of scholarships awarded, we will engage individuals and 
companies with a passion to invest in the future of the United States 
through STEM undergraduate students. Individuals and families 
may contribute through a major gift, sponsoring a scholarship, 
supporting an education program, leaving a legacy gift, or through 
a memorial contribution. We are happy to share the following story 
of a family who decided to honor their father and ensure their 
personal loss makes a difference to America.

Robert Long passed away on September 5, 2013 at the age of 72. 
Mr. Long’s family wished to contribute to a worthy cause in his 
honor and chose the ASF in the hopes that his life’s work will 
encourage and inspire future generations to follow in his footsteps. 
The family believes that the ASF embodies the “keen and creative 
mind, entrepreneurial spirit, and never-give-up attitude” for which 
Mr. Long was so well known and loved.

Mr. Long was born on August 17, 1941 to a large family in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. From an early age, he demonstrated an interest in 
science and technology, a passion which eventually led him to 
mentor under Dr. Alexander Lippisch, a colleague of Werner Von 
Braun, at Collins Radio Company in Cedar Rapids. Mr. Long 
worked under Dr. Lippisch during the 1960s and 70s on aerofoil 
designs, and credited his time shadowing Dr. Lippisch as key to his 
own success in life.

The majority of Mr. Long’s work was inspired by the 
contemporaneous growth of the United States space program. 
News reports on the Apollo missions and the development of the 

A Family’s Dedication: Remembering Robert Long

Space Shuttle program, often found playing in the background as 
Mr. Long worked, served as a great inspiration to him. He was 
fascinated by all things space-related and enjoyed model rocketry 
as a hobby.  He was finally able to see the result of the space 
program’s work in person in July 2011, when he attended the final 
Space Shuttle launch, STS-135 Atlantis.

Mr. Long had the opportunity to support the space program when his 
company, Thermomass, was contracted to aid in the production of a 
new NASA building: the NASA Propellants North Administrative 
and Maintenance Facility. This state-of-the-art structure includes a 
number of sustainable features and qualifies for the platinum status 
of the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Environmental 
and Energy Design (LEED) – the highest of green building 
certifications. To read more about Thermomass, please visit the 
company’s website at www.Thermomass.com.

How  the Long Family is Memorializing Their Cherished Father

The late Robert Long is pictured with Space Shuttle Atlantis before its final mission.

Donations made in Mr. Long’s memory will directly 
benefit the ASF’s scholarship recipients. To make 
a gift in memory of Mr. Long, please contact 
Jan Edwards at jan@astronautscholarship.org or 
by phone at 321-449-4876. Please make checks 
payable to the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation, 
referencing Mr. Long in the memo line, and mail to:

Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code: ASF-1

Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899



2013 donors

A Sincere Thank You to Our Generous Supporters
You are an Important Part of Our Foundation’s Success

Join These Donors and Support America’s Future!
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Jacobs Technology, Inc.

Todd Michaels 
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$5,000 - $9,999 $1,001 - $4,999
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John Eferretti
Elser Foundation
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    Public Accountants
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William Gruber
Jayleen Guttromson
Christina Hammock
John Heller
Robert Hemm
David Hendrickson
Scott Isaacson
Harry A. Jacobs, Jr.
Andrew Jones
Tom & Liz Jones
Cole Kazemba

Elizabeth Taylor Kemp-Pherson
Darlene Koenig
Tracy Kornfeld
Chris & Betty Anne Kraft
Thomas Krizanosky
Joseph Kummer
Lubomir Kurz
Jarret Lafleur
Drew & Bobbie LaGravenese
Linn LeBlanc
Craig Lewandowski
Russell Lloyd
Jonathan Long
Douglas Lowen
Brian Mathason
Mary McNatt
Nathaniel Miska
Wanda Montelongo
Genevieve Muinzer
Mike & Donna Mullane
Lisa Myers
Arnon & Bobbette Neiss
Alan Nelson
Sam Nicaise
Joel Odom
Fred Ordway
Riley Pack
Robert Panish
Jocelyn Passty
William Patton
Jonathan Pikalek

Susan & Al Pollack
Allan Proksel
Margaret Race
Ellen Rampell
Raytheon
Safety Harbor Elementary
Douglas Sheridan
Loren Shriver
Robert Sieck
Kaye Siemers
Caitlyn Smith
Lt. Col. Robert Solliday
William Stein
Emily Stough
David Stuedle
Kent & Marlene Swaim
Rebecca Szarkowski
Pierre Thuot
Joseph Tripi
USAA Foundation
Daniel Walton
Carl & Pam Walz
Glenn Watson
Russ Weare
William Webb
Marie Young
Edward Zagula

This list consists of non-special event gifts.



Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code: ASF-1
Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899

connect with us on social media

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S POSITION IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

HISTORY OF THE FOUNDATION

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization established in 1984 by the six surviving 
members of America’s original Mercury astronauts, their friend and businessman Henri Landwirth, and William 
Douglas, M.D., the Project Mercury flight surgeon. Currently, ASF awards twenty-eight $10,000 scholarships annually 
– the highest monetary award disbursed to undergraduate science, technology, engineering, and math students 
based solely on merit in the U.S. – and has awarded more than $3.5 million to deserving students nationwide. 
Today, more than 100 astronauts from the Gemini, Apollo, Skylab, Space Shuttle and Space Station programs 
participate in this educational endeavor.


