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Letter from the Chairman  
It has been a pleasure collaborating with our NASA and 
Delaware North partners on the induction of four astronauts, 
Rhea Seddon, John Grunsfeld, Steve Lindsey and Kent 
Rominger, into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame. This time-
honored tradition recognizes the inductees for their individual 
contributions to the space program, which in turn impacts our 
world.  Special thanks to our many supporters who took part in 
the celebration. 

I want to thank our corporate and individual supporters who 
are part of our organizational transition. ASF decided two years 
ago that we needed to continue to evolve along with the world 
around us. As with any transition, change is slow, difficult and never without a few bumps along 
the way. However, the transition also brings a new energy, strengthens friendships and gives hope 
to a brighter future.

The brighter future cannot be clearer than when I, or anyone else, spend time with ASF’s Astronaut 
Scholars. They articulate what it means to have “no fear,” an innovative spirit and dreams for 
a better tomorrow. They strive for greatness beyond our wildest dreams. To quote one of our 
Founders, Senator John Glenn, “The most important thing we can do is inspire young minds and 
to advance the kind of science, math and technology education that will help youngsters take us 
to the next phase of space travel.” As part of the organizational transition, and through the support 
from many of you, we are achieving this.  This year, ASF has increased the number of scholarship 
recipients to 38.

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation was founded by the first astronauts, supported by astronauts 
from all proceeding space program, and continues to thrive through individuals and companies 
who understand the importance of inspiration and reward.
 
We look forward to seeing you soon,

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CHAIRMAN

Laura Shepard-Churchley
Rick Armstrong ▲

Ann Brown ▲
Patricia Carpenter

Gene Cernan ■
Vincent Cimino ▲
Nancy Conrad ▲

Suzi Cooper
Walt Cunningham ■ ▲

Richard Garriott 
Robert Gibson ■

Tom Hanks
Jarret Lafleur ● ▲
Henri Landwirth ♦

James Long
James Mault, MD
Larry McGlynn ▲

Harvey Miller
Dirk Raemdonck ▲
Thomas Stafford ■

James Wood ▲

HONORARY MEMBERS 
LeVar Burton

Bill Dana 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CHAIRMAN

Dan Brandenstein ■
VICE CHAIRMAN

Lisa Schott ●
SECRETARY/TREASURER

Michael Neukamm
CHAIRMAN EMERITUS

James Lovell ■
John Blaha ■

Larry Bradley ●
Vance Brand ■
Curt Brown ■ ▲

Richard Covey ■
Robert Crippen ■
Charles Duke ■
John Glenn ■ ♦

Richard Gordon ■
Fred Gregory ■
Joseph Han ●
Rick Hauck ■

Jeff Hoffman ■
Edgar Mitchell ■

Charlie Precourt ■ ▲
Brewster Shaw ■

Kathryn Thornton ■ 

Dan Brandenstein
Chairman, Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

It has been an exciting first half of the year preparing for and 
celebrating the space programs that have shaped America:  
Apollo 13’s 45th anniversary, the Apollo/Soyuz Test Project’s 40th 
anniversary, and the 25th annivesary of the launch of the Hubble Space 
Telescope.  This is not all ASF is celebrating - we are awarding the 
highest number of scholarships this year: 38. These well-deserving, 
risk-taking, ingenious students will join the ranks of previous 
Astronaut Scholars and become part of the elite Astronaut Scholar 
Honor Society. 

As we head into the second half of 2015, we are gearing up for our fall event, Space Rendezvous 
(formerly known as Astronaut Autograph & Memorabilia Show), and scheduling our college visits 
to present Scholar Awards and Education Seminars. We know the upcoming season is busy with 
kids returning to school, the holidays getting under way, and everyday life, but we hope you will 
join us for the fall event or college visits. Whatever you decide to participate in, bring your family 
along - everyone is bound to be inspired by an American hero or Astronaut Scholar. Join in the 
celebrations; after all, your support has made this all possible!

Note from the Executive Director  

Tammy M. Knowles
Executive Director, Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

Astronaut ■    Scholar ●   Founder ♦   New Member ▲



ASF welcomes new directors and Trustees

Nearly a dozen accomplished professionals recently 
joined ASF’s board of directors and board of trustees. 

The newest Board of Directors members include retired U.S. 
Air Force colonels and astronauts Curt Brown and Charlie 
Precourt. Brown is a veteran of six Space Shuttle flights. 
During his time at NASA, he served as the Astronaut Office Lead 
of Shuttle Operations and Deputy Director of the Flight Crew 
Operations Directorate. Upon retiring from NASA, he entered 
the private sector and is currently an independent aviation and 
aerospace professional.

Precourt spent 15 years at NASA, flying on four Space Shuttle 
missions and spending four years as Chief of the Astronaut Corps 
He retired from NASA in 2005 and now serves as Vice President 
and General Manager of Space Launch Systems at Orbital ATK. 

Nine individuals have been added to the Board of Trustees. The son 
of the late Apollo 11 astronaut Neil Armstrong, Rick Armstrong, 
is a database developer and consultant. He is currently producing 
a full-dome planetarium film based on a speech his father gave in 
2006 that he hopes to use to promote STEAM principles. 

Ann Brown is President of New Vista Image, a division of the 
Lowen Corporation based in Golden, Colo. She has chaired the 
Cosmosphere Foundation for six years. Brown also serves on the 
board of the Colorado Governor’s Residence Preservation Fund 
and is active in the Colorado Chapter of ARCS (Achievement 
Rewards for College Scientists).

Vincent Cimino works as Managing Director for RBC Capital 
Markets LLC - Royal Bank of Canada in New York. A member 
of ASF’s Visionary Circle, he has been an active supporter of the 
Foundation for many years.

Nancy Conrad is the founder and chairwoman of The Conrad 
Foundation, an annual multi-phase competition that challenges 
high school STEM students to develop technologies and 
solutions to real-world needs. She has founded and co-founded 
several companies, including Universal Space Works, Universal 
Spacelines, Universal Spaceware and the Rocket Development 
Company.

Walter Cunningham was the pilot of Apollo 7, the first manned 
flight test of the Apollo Program. A retired Marine Corps fighter 
pilot with the rank of colonel, he is the author of The All-American 
Boys and currently hosts “Lift-Off to Logic,” a radio talk show.

Jarret Lafleur, Ph.D. is an engineer and systems analyst in 
the Homeland Security and Defense Systems Center at Sandia 
National Laboratories, where he conducts research related to 
defense systems and multi-attribute decision analysis. He has also 
engaged in engineering design and analysis work at the U.S. Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, NASA 
White Sands Test Facility and NASA Johnson Space Center.
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Larry McGlynn is the president and owner of McGlynn, Clinton 
& Hall Insurance Agencies and a member of the MIT Space, 
Policy, and Society Research Group. He is also a spaceflight 
history lecturer, a collector of spaceflight tools and memorabilia, 
and a co-author of The Future of Human Spaceflight.

Dirk Raemdonck, DVM worked as the Senior Director and 
Group Leader for Program and Project Management within the 
International Medical and Commercial Drug Development Group 
of Pfizer, Inc. He was also a practicing veterinarian, as well as a 
pharmaceutical regulations and FDA compliance analyst.

James Wood is a graduate from Wabash College, where he 
majored in zoology.  He worked as a Director of Admissions and 
Director of Public Affairs at his alma mater.  His career then shifted 
to bank investment and money management, leading to his position 
as Executive Vice President for Global Institutional Marketing 
for Templeton Investment Counsel, and later as President of 
STI (Suntrust) Captial Management.  Wood also serves on many 
charity boards.

www.visitSpaceCoast.com



2015 astronaut scholars
A record 38 students received ASF’s Astronaut Scholarship! Every fall, the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation 
selects a number of exceptional university students across the United States and awards them with a $10,000 scholarship to use toward their 
studies. The Astronaut Scholarship is one of the largest monetary awards given in the U.S. to undergraduate STEM students based solely on 
merit. The chosen students exhibit motivation, imagination and exceptional performance in their fields of study. In 2015, the Foundation 
surpassed last year’s record of 32 scholarships by its increase to a total of 38. Congratulations to the 2015 Class of Astronaut Scholars! 

Scholar Major University
Austin Baldwin Physics / Astronomy Louisiana State University * 
Ceili Burdhimo Aerospace Engineering Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Bradley Caponigro Mechanical Engineering University of Texas at Austin
Robert Cass Mathematics University of Kentucky
Lia Cattaneo Civil & Environmental Engineering University of Virginia
Stanley Chan Chemical Engineering Pennsylvania State University
Samuel Clarke Mechanical Engineering & Computer Science Georgia Institute of Technology
Brandon Curd Astrophysics University of Oklahoma * 
Mithi de los Reyes Physics / Applied Mathematics North Carolina State University
Bridget Eklund Microbiology North Dakota State University
Erin Fong Astrophysics / Quantitative Economics Tufts University
Andrew Foster Physics / Mathematics University of Central Florida * 
Alexander Golinski Chemical Engineering / Biochemistry University of Michigan 
Bill Green Mechanical Engineering University of Rochester 
Lorraine Guerin Engineering Mechanics / Astronautics University of Wisconsin 
Sherman Lam Engineering / Robotics Harvey Mudd College
William Linz Mathematics Texas A&M Univeristy * 
Lawrence Liu Physics / Mathematics University of Southern California 
Kirstin Maulding Molecular & Cell Biology / Genetics & Neuroscience Texas A&M Univeristy * 
John Mehlhaff Physics / Computer Science University of Washington 
Maeva Metz Microbiology Miami University
Andrew Nelson Engineering / Physics University of Colorado
Samuel Otto Aerospace Engineering Purdue University 
Trevor Roberts Chemistry University of Chicago * 
Colleen Robichaux Mathematics Louisiana State University * 
Eliott Rosenberg Physics Brown University
Travis Sawyer Optical Science / Engineering University of Arizona 
Sammy Shaker Chemistry / Mathematics University of Minnesota * 
Rachel Soble Biochemistry / Computer Science University of Minnesota * 
Jenny Stern Ecology & Evolutionary Biology University of Kansas *
Olivia Stovicek Biology / Chemistry University of Chicago  *
Emily Thompson Physics Clemson University
Samantha Usman Physics & Mathematics Syracuse University
Benjamin Toms Civil Engineering / Meteorology University of Oklahoma *
Jessica van Loben Sels Microbiology University of Kansas *
John Vastola Physics / Mathematics University of Central Florida *
Andrew Weidner Chemical Engineering University of Colorado
Jillian Yuricich Aeronautical & Astronautical Engineering Ohio State University
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Ask any of the Astronaut Scholars and they are sure to tell you that 
one of their favorite benefits of being a recipient of the Astronaut 
Scholarship is the opportunity to meet and build relationships with 
America’s astronauts. This year, during the U.S. Astronaut Hall of 
Fame Induction weekend, the Astronaut Scholars were honored 
when veteran astronauts presented them with their Astronaut 
Scholar Honor Society pin.  

Congratulations to Astronaut Scholar Christina Hammock (fourth 
from the left) who has completed two years of intensive training 
and now moves from being an astronaut candidate into the 
astronaut corps! She was chosen as an astronaut candidate in 2013 
from 6,300 applications, the second largest group of applications 
ever received by NASA.

Alumni Pinning CeremonyCongrats Christina Hammock

 Jillian Yuricich receives her pin from Astronaut Dick Covey

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE
to the Scholars Give Back campaign in honor of a 
family member, friend or business associate who 
is an Astronaut Scholar, simply note the scholar’s 
name when you make your online donation  
at www.AstronautScholarship.org/donate or by 
mailing your contribution to:

Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code:ASF-1

Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899
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scholar news

Universities Doubling Impact
In 2009, the University of Minnesota launched an initiative to 
serve as a challenge for other colleges and universities – providing 
a matching scholarship to the one provided by ASF. Thanks to the 
leadership of U of M, we are pleased to announce that six colleges 
have joined in providing matching scholarships:  

University of Central Florida
University of Chicago
 University of Kansas

University of Oklahoma
Texas A & M University 

Louisiana State University

If you are interested in having your university accept this challenge, 
please contact Nicole Russ at Nicole@astronautscholarship.org.

Scholars Present Research Below is a small sample of the topics covered during the conference:

• Simulating carbon monoxide emissions around young stars to 
better understand planet formation

• Designing robots to study lava tubes in the Earth’s surface, 
which could play a key role in protective habitats on Mars

• Examining regenerative environmental control and life 
support systems aboard the ISS to help consistently provide 
clean air and water

• Studying green rocket propellants
• Gaining a better understanding of basic cell biology in injured 

spinal cords in order to make meaningful therapeutic advances

“It is always so inspiring to see celebrated veteran astronauts attend 
the technical conference and listen so intently to these young 
people make their presentations,” said Tammy Knowles, ASF’s 
Executive Director. “It is great proof of how our organization 
believes the teaching process never ceases. We all have something 
to learn from each other no matter our age or life achievements.”

On May 30, ASF hosted its 2015 Scholar Technical Conference 
in the breezeway at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. 
More than two dozen Astronaut Scholar alumni presented their 
latest research projects and fielded questions from a captivated 
audience featuring members of the general public, as well as 
distinguished veteran astronauts.

 

 Scholar Luke Strauskulage; Photo credit: Steve Torres

The 2013 astronaut class members pose at NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center in Houston on July 8, 2015 after receiving their astronaut pins, 
symbolizing the completion of their training. Photo Credit: NASA



A walk down the red carpet might be commonplace in Hollywood, 
but in Florida, it takes on a whole new level of prestige every spring 
when honored guests turn out for the United States Astronaut Hall 
of Fame (AHOF) Induction Ceremony. Space legends from the 
past 50 years unite to celebrate the newest inductees and their 
contributions to manned space exploration. This year marked the 
25th anniversary of the AHOF.

On May 30, four Space Shuttle astronauts entered into this 
prestigious group: John Grunsfeld, Steve Lindsey, Rhea 
Seddon and Kent Rominger. 

Each was specially profiled by an astronaut colleague and later 
bestowed a ribbon and medallion. This year’s astronaut presenters 
included Steve Hawley (presented Grunsfeld), Michael Coats 
(presented Lindsey), Robert “Hoot” Gibson (presented Seddon) 
and Robert Cabana (presented Rominger). The event was held 
underneath the breathtaking Space Shuttle Atlantis attraction at 
the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex (KSCVC), where 
the famous orbiter is suspended from the ceiling as it would have 
appeared in orbit. Three of Lindsey and Grunsfeld’s 10 collective 

flights were spent aboard the Space Shuttle Atlantis.

The night before the ceremony, more than 450 guests gathered at 
KSCVC’s Apollo/Saturn V Center to dine with some of America’s 
greatest space legends at the annual black-tie AHOF Induction 
Gala. Emceed by former CNN space correspondent John Zarella, 
the event featured a video tribute to the four inductees, along with 
a keynote speech from Zoe Hesp, a 2011 Astronaut Scholar. The 
evening also included the opportunity to bid on exciting travel 
packages, autographed collectibles and an Omega watch.

ASF is blessed to have so many generous supporters, who 
through their generous donations, enable the organization to 
award scholarships on America’s best and brightest students. As 
the astronauts honored in the Hall of Fame can attest, it takes 
many hands to ensure a successful mission. For three decades, the 
ASF has pooled resources to give tomorrow’s leaders in science, 
technology, engineering and math the best possible opportunity at 
making a difference in this world. And that is a mission everyone 
can celebrate.

The Astronaut Hall of Fame (AHOF) Induction Weekend is a collaborative effort between ASF, Delaware North Companies (DNC), Kennedy Space Center 
Visitor Complex (KSCVC) and NASA. ASF serves as a consultant in the operation of AHOF by supervising the selection of astronaut inductees, obtaining 
personal artifacts for display, participating in the induction ceremony and organizing other special events.  KSCVC & DNC generously support the efforts 
of the ASF by housing the organization on campus and through contributions to the Astronaut Scholarship program and special events. 

2015 astronaut hall of fame induction
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 Inductees from left to right - Rominger, Seddon, Lindsey, Grunsfeld.  
Hoot Gibson at the podium

 Gala guests dine beneath the Saturn V

 Winning bidder for the Omega Watch 
Vincent Cimino and his wife Marianne 
pose with Astronaut Al Worden 



Zoe Hesp received her Astronaut Scholarship in 2011 while 
attending Miami University of Ohio.  She is currently pursuing her 
doctorate in neuroscience at Ohio State University where she is 
researching the role of innate stem cells in repair after spinal cord 
injuries. Hesp addressed attendees at the 2015 Induction Gala. 
Calling the ASF a “life-changing network of individuals who help 
each other, in order to better help the world,” Hesp shared three 
life lessons she has gained since becoming an Astronaut Scholar.  

Here’s an excerpt from her speech: 

“The first lesson I learned was the importance of giving back. 
When I won the award, I was graced by the presence of another 
ASF alumnus, Jocelyn Passty. This woman, whom I had never met 
before, drove an hour to attend my award ceremony in order to 
reach out and let me know she was there. I still remain in contact 
with Jocelyn today, and over the years, other ASF alumni have 
reached out to me as well, and I know it is because they want to 
give back and pass along their knowledge and insight to the next 
generation of scientists and inventors. 

2015 astronaut hall of fame induction
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The second lesson I learned was the importance of having 
role models and people to look up to. This is where real 
inspiration comes from; this is how we stay motivated, by 
seeing those who have come before us and realizing that 
yes, our ambitions and aspirations are not so crazy after all. 
The perfect example is of course all of the astronauts present 
here tonight. But it’s also the rest of the ASF alumni who I 
consider as role models, even those I have never met. A few 
months ago, I helped update the Scholar database and got the 
opportunity to read through the resumes and CVs of many 
of the Scholars. I was so unbelievably blown away by their 
accomplishments that it made me realize I need to set my own 
standards and goals even higher. 

And finally, the third lesson I have learned is the importance 
of recognition. Many of the recipients of this award do not 
recognize the depth of their own talent and their capacity 
for achievement. This scholarship was the first real national 
“recognition” I received, and it truly endowed me with the 
confidence I needed to take the next steps forward. Lifetime 
induction into the ASF also bestowed upon me a responsibility 
to keep my standards high with the knowledge that everywhere 
I go, I represent something bigger than myself.” 

 Astronauts and Astronaut Scholars at Astronaut Hall of Fame 2015
Kennedy Space Center Rocket Garden. Photographer: Steve Torres
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As part of the ongoing effort to raise awareness of ASF’s 
mission, we are always delighted to host Meet & Greet events 
throughout the nation. ASF’s family of directors, trustees and 
donors graciously open their homes or businesses to introduce 
the organization to their local communities. Through personal 
stories shared by Astronauts and Astronaut Scholars, guests 
gain a better understanding of ASF’s impact on students and the 
nation’s workforce in fields such as aerospace, energy, defense 
and homeland security.  

Many thanks to Patti and Larry McGlynn for hosting a summer 
Meet & Greet inside their beautiful home in the Boston area, 
which resulted in many new friends and supporters of ASF. The 
evening featured Astronauts Gene Cernan and Jeff Hoffman, and 
Astronaut Scholars Summer Morrill, Robert Pannish, Andrew 
West and Jillian Yuricich.  

Additional Meet & Greets are scheduled to take place in Colorado 
and Arizona in the coming months.  

If you are interested in hosting a Meet & Greet event 
on behalf of ASF, please contact 

 
Rika Rowland

Director of Corporate and Donor Relations  
rika@astronautscholarship.org or 321.449.4876

Meet & Greets Introduce ASF to New Supporters
Boston Area Shows Support

 

 

 

From left to right: Max Hayes, Donna Hayes, 
Astronaut Jeff Hoffman, Ann Landry and John Landry. 
Photo credit: Charlie Pasewark 

From left to right: Graham Clarke, Jack Abbot, Jeannie Dziama 
and host Larry McGlynn. Photo credit: Charlie Pasewark 

Left to Right: Andrew West, Jillian Yuricich, Summer Morrill, Astronaut Gene Cernan, Executive Director Tammy Knowles and 
Robert Panish. Photo credit: Charlie Pasewark 

FOR MORE PICTURES FROM THE EVENT, 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  

astronautscholarship.org

Recent EVENTS



Mark your calendars for Nov. 5-7! ASF is proud to present its 
newly-revamped autograph and memorabilia show. Now known 
as Space Rendezvous, the 2015 event will take place at the Hilton 
Cocoa Beach Oceanfront in Cocoa Beach, as well as the Kennedy  
Space Center.

“Over the past seven years, this event has grown into so much 
more than just a space collectible and autograph show,” said 
Tammy Knowles, executive director for the ASF. “We now feature 
a lecture series, panel discussions and more. It caters to space 
enthusiasts, tech- and engineer-minded individuals, and families 
who want a little bit of everything the Space Coast has to offer.”

A la carte and weekend ticket packages are on sale now! 
Prices range from $20 to $1,600 with proceeds benefiting 
ASF’s effort to provide additional Astronaut Scholarships.

For more information, visit 
astronautscholarship.org

or call 321-449-4873

Orion/SLS: The Future of Deep Space 
(Nov. 5; evening event) 

Interact with leaders from Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Aerojet 
Rocketdyne and Orbital ATK as they give updates on the 

RS-25 engines that will carry the Orion spacecraft beyond 
low-Earth Orbit. 

 
25th Anniversary of Hubble 

(Nov. 6; evening event) 
Hear untold stories of the Hubble Space Telescope’s launch and 
repair mission, as well as discoveries from an esteemed panel of 
guest speakers. After the program, join astronauts for cocktails 

and heavy hors d’oeuvres during a fireside chat and 
evening under the stars. 

 
Apollo-Soyuz to Today:  

40 Years of International Collaboration 
(Nov. 7; evening event) 

Relive the origins of the United States’ first international effort 
with Russia and learn about current projects taking place on the 
International Space Station. The night includes cocktails, dinner 

and program, live auction, and photo opportunities. 
 

Breakout Discussions with Astronauts & Scholars 
(Nov. 6; daytime event)

 
Autograph & Memorabilia Show 

(Nov. 7; daytime event)

upcoming events
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SPACE   RENDEZVOUS 
November 5-7, 2015

Tom Akers
STS-41, STS-49, STS-61, STS-79

Alan Bean
Apollo 12, Skylab 3

Vance Brand
ASTP, STS-5, STS-41B, STS-35

Mary Cleave
STS-61B, STS-30

Walt Cunningham
Apollo 7

Ed Gibson
Skylab 4

Steve Hawley
STS-31, STS-93, STS-41D, STS-61C, STS-82

Jeff Hoffman
STS-51D, STS-35, STS-46, STS-61, STS-75

Mark Lee
STS-30, STS-47, STS-64, STS-82

Jack Lousma
Skylab 3, STS-3

Jon McBride
STS-41G

Bruce McCandless
STS-41B, STS-31

Edgar Mitchell
Apollo 14

Charles Precourt
STS-55, STS-71, STS-84, STS-91

Kent Rominger
STS-73, STS-80, STS-85, STS-96, STS-100

Rick Searfoss
STS-58, STS-76, STS-90

Thomas Stafford
Gemini 6, Gemini 9, Apollo 10, ASTP

Joe Tanner
STS-66, STS-82, STS-97, STS-115

Norm Thagard
STS-7, STS-51B, STS-30, STS-42, Soyuz TM-21, Mir EO-18, STS-71

Kathy Thornton
STS-33, STS-49, STS-61, STS-73

Hugh Harris
Former Director, NASA Public Affairs Office

Glynn Lunney
Gemini and Apollo Flight Director

Dee O’Hara
Nurse to the Mercury Astronauts

Bob Sieck
Former Launch Director and Director of Shuttle Processing

Guests are still signing on to attend! Check our website for 
updates. Participants subject to change without notice. 

Astronauts & special guests
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ASF supporters gathered on April 11 to honor the astronauts, 
flight directors and support crew who ensured the safe return of 
Apollo 13 back in 1970. Presented by AirScan, Inc. and Embraer, 
the widely-attended gala featured a candid panel discussion with 
many famous faces who shared their stories about the mission that 
brought global attention to the bravery and determination of those 
in our nation’s space program.

During the evening, Tom Fotopulos, president and CEO of 
AirScan, Inc., issued an impromptu challenge to ASF to raise 
$45,000 for its scholarship program in honor of Apollo 13’s 45th 
anniversary. Fotopulos announced that he would match up to 
$22,500 of whatever was raised. ASF Visionary Circle Founder 
Steve Wirth of Page, Wolfberg & Wirth, LLC, stepped up with a 
donation of $10,000. Others in attendance – including Embraer, 
Lockheed Martin and several individual supporters – quickly 
joined the challenge. ASF successfully met the $45,000 goal 
within 10 minutes of the announcement!

Thanks to Tom Fotopulos and AirScan for adding such 
a fun and financially-rewarding element to the evening.

AirScan’s Impromptu Challenge   
Resulted in $45,000 Donation to ASF

 

 

Panel of the Apollo 13 Crew and Flight Directors at the Apollo 
13 45th Anniversary Celebration
Photo credit: John Karjanis

Tom Fotopulos, president and CEO of AirScan at microphone 
with Tammy Knowles, ASF executive director, and ASF 
Chairman Dan Brandenstein 
Photo credit: Steve Torres

SUPPORTERS



There are many ways to give to ASF. While some patrons make 
monetary donations, others volunteer their time or services. Every 
gift, no matter large or small, benefits future Astronaut Scholars.

One way several generous donors have given is by making a 
contribution in honor of a loved one or in commemoration of a 
special day. Donations made in lieu of gifts at weddings, birthdays, 
holidays, or other landmark celebration are a common alternative 
to gift-giving.

Whatever your preferred method of gift-giving may be, it is 
very appreciated. We recommend you take a look at our Scholar 
Spotlights online to see how your gift has positively impacted the  
work of our amazing Astronaut Scholars!

If you wish to make a gift to the Astronaut Scholarship 
Foundation, please visit astronautscholarship.org/donate. 
Your tax-deductible contribution will support ASF’s mission to 
aid the United States in retaining its world leadership in science 
and technology by providing scholarships to exceptional college 
students pursuing degrees in science, technology, engineering and 
math.

ASF extends a special thanks to Wreyford Family Foundation for 
committing $50,000 for scholarships at Texas A&M University. 
We are extremely grateful for this partnership and the opportunity 
to make a significant impact for students at Texas A&M. 

The Wreyford Family Foundation’s focus is to foster humanitarian, 
cultural and scientific endeavors. It achieves this by supporting 
organizations that help preserve space history, promote exploration 
and commercialization in space, and promote technologies 
invented through space exploration. It also supports science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education. In 
addition, the foundation hosts an annual Hill Country Space Expo 
in Texas during the fall that is open to school children and the 
public. 

Make a Positive Change!
Supporters’ Gifts Come in All

Shapes and Sizes

ASF Welcomes Its Newest 
Partner, the Wreyford Family 

Foundation

The Mercury Seven Astronauts had a clear vision for helping the 
United States stay at the forefront of technology. They envisioned 
a way to inspire students to pursue their education and careers in 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and to provide 
support to help them in that pursuit.

As true leaders, they turned their vision into reality by founding 
the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation. ASF provides educational 
programs to inspire thousands of students and has awarded 
more than $4 million dollars through the Astronaut Scholarship 
program.

If you picture yourself as a visionary and a leader, we invite you to 
join the Visionary Circle! Visionary Circle benefits include:
•	 Unique opportunities to interact with Astronauts and Scholars
•	 Take part in the designation process of Astronaut Scholars
•	 Participate in education symposiums

Our heartfelt thanks to the following ASF supporters, who chose 
to honor members of the Mercury 7 with their contribution. Slots 
are still available!

Astronaut Honorees Visionaries
Scott Carpenter Steve & Jill Wirth
Gordon Cooper Available

John Glenn Available
Gus Grissom Available
Wally Schirra Lawrence & Patricia McGlynn
Alan Shepard Marianne & Vincent Cimino
Deke Slayton James Long 

To learn more, visit AstronautScholarship.org or contact ASF 
Executive Director Tammy Knowles at 321-449-4876.

ARE YOU A VISIONARY? THESE GUYS CERTAINLY WERE. 
HELP KEEP THE VISION ALIVE!

SUPPORTERS
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A Sincere Thank You to Our Generous Supporters!



Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code: ASF-1
Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899

connect with us on social media

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S POSITION IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

HISTORY OF THE FOUNDATION

Thirty years ago, the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts – Scott Carpenter, Gordon Cooper, John Glenn, Walter Schirra, Alan Shepard and 
Deke Slayton – came together with the goal to use their joint credibility to encourage students to pursue scientific endeavors to keep 
America on the leading edge of technology. That idea led to the formation of the Mercury 7 Foundation, which later became the Astronaut 
Scholarship Foundation (ASF). Together with Betty Grissom (widow of Mercury 7 Astronaut, Virgil “Gus” Grissom), William Douglas, M.D. (the 
Project Mercury flight surgeon), and Henri Landwirth (Orlando businessman and friend of the astronauts) the Mercury 7 astronauts provided 
scholarships for students that excelled in the area of science.

Today, more than 100 astronauts from the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab and Space Shuttle programs have joined in the mission. Through the 
garnered support of astronauts, industry leaders, educational institutions and patrons, ASF awards merit-based scholarships to the best and 
brightest university students who excel in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The prestigious Astronaut Scholarship is 
known nationwide for being among the highest scholarships awarded to undergraduate STEM students. Since its inception, ASF has awarded 
over $4 million in scholarships to more than 370 of the nation’s top scholars.

MISSION

To aid the United States in retaining its world leadership in science and technology by providing college scholarships for the very best and 
brightest students pursuing science, technology, engineering, or math degrees. 


