ASTRONAUT

| ) SCHOLARSHIP
gy FOUNDATION

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 10, 2026

Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Announces New 2026 Board of Directors and Board of
Trustees

Orlando, FL — The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) today announced the appointment of
new members to its 2026 Board of Directors and Board of Trustees. These accomplished leaders
contribute a wealth of expertise spanning aerospace, business, engineering and STEM advocacy
— deepening ASF's commitment to supporting exceptional students pursuing degrees in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics.

“ASF is honored to welcome these outstanding leaders to our Board of Directors and Board of
Trustees,” said Colleen Middlebrooks, President and CEO of the Astronaut Scholarship
Foundation. “Their experience, leadership and commitment to STEM education will help advance
our mission and continue supporting the next generation of innovators and explorers.”

Board of Directors

The ASF Board of Directors is made up of experienced professionals whose leadership and
expertise help guide the Foundation’s strategic direction, programs and long-term impact in support
of America’s future STEM leaders.

New 2026 Board of Directors members include:
Leland Melvin

Former NASA astronaut, engineer and former NFL player Leland Melvin flew aboard two Space
Shuttle Atlantis missions to the International Space Station in 2008 and 2009. During his NASA
career, he also served as Associate Administrator for Education, helping inspire students around
the world to pursue STEM careers. Melvin is the author of Chasing Space, executive producer of
The Space Race documentary and a leading advocate for STEAM education and outreach.

Joan Higginbotham

Electrical engineer and former NASA astronaut Joan Higginbotham spent nearly 20 years with
NASA, including work supporting 53 Space Shuttle launches at Kennedy Space Center before
flying aboard STS-116 in 2006. Following her NASA career, she held leadership roles across the
aerospace, energy and retail industries and currently serves as President and CEO of Joan
Higginbotham Ad Astra.

Nicole Stott

Former NASA astronaut Nicole Stott spent 104 days in space aboard the International Space
Station and Space Shuttle missions. An engineer, artist and author of Back to Earth, Stott is a



passionate advocate for using space exploration to benefit life on Earth through education,
creativity and global collaboration.

Board of Trustees

The ASF Board of Trustees is composed of nationally recognized leaders and innovators who
support the Foundation’s mission to inspire and invest in the next generation of STEM pioneers
while honoring the legacy of America’s pioneering astronauts.

New 2026 Board of Trustees members include:
Pete Cramer

Peter W. “Pete” Cramer is the founder and managing partner of Pc Advisory Group and brings
more than four decades of experience in energy exploration, geophysics and technology
leadership. Throughout his career, Cramer held senior leadership roles at Shell, British-Borneo
Exploration, ConocoPhillips and Devon Energy, leading exploration, seismic technology and global
new ventures initiatives. He also has served on several corporate and industry boards, including
the Society of Exploration Geophysicists.

Jeff Haars

Jeff Haars serves as Vice President of the Amentum Space Exploration Division and Program
Manager of the ESSCA Contract at NASA’'s Marshall Space Flight Center. With more than 40 years
of aerospace and technology experience, Haars has led major programs supporting NASA, the
Department of Defense and USSOCOM. Throughout his career, he has overseen aerospace
systems development, strategic planning and technical operations while contributing to numerous
nationally significant aerospace initiatives.

Michael Markesbery

Michael G. Markesbery is founder and CEO of Solarcore, a leader in advanced thermal energy
solutions and aerogel-based technologies. Under his leadership, Solarcore has raised more than
$50 million in venture capital and established partnerships across commercial, defense and
advanced manufacturing sectors. A 2014 ASF Astronaut Scholar, Markesbery is recognized for his
entrepreneurial leadership, innovation in advanced materials and commitment to supporting the
next generation of STEM leaders.

About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that awards
scholarships to the brightest college students in science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM). ASF was created in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts to ensure the United
States would maintain its leadership in science and technology. Today, the Foundation continues to
honor that legacy by supporting exceptional scholars and inspiring the next generation of
explorers.
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