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At the half-year point of 2014, I am so pleased with the
continued growth and success of this foundation. Our
executive director, Tammy Knowles and her staff have
worked diligently over the past few months to create an even
more efficient and streamlined operation.
This year, the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation celebrates
its 30th anniversary and the milestone of awarding over $4
million in scholarships to the nation’s top university students.
These Astronaut Scholars are truly some of the best and
brightest minds in the world. It is always gratifying to hear
the impact the Astronaut Scholarships have on the scholars,
and even more gratifying is the impact those scholars go on to
have on the world with their innovative contributions in the workforce. As we look ahead to 2015,
we are adding five new universities and will continue to add schools over the next three years with
the goal of awarding a total of 60 scholarships in 2017.
On behalf of the organization, I am pleased to welcome Kathy Thornton to the Board of Directors,
and Dr. James Mault and Patty Carpenter to the Board of Trustees. We are very excited to have
them share their personal and professional experiences as we continue the mission of inspiring
students to pursue educations and careers in the STEM fields.
Thank you for your interest and continued support. I invite you to become even more engaged
with ASF through events, volunteering and sharing what we do with those in your personal and
professional circles. This organization has an amazing history, and an equally promising future.
Thank you for being a part of the mission.

Dan Brandenstein
Chairman, Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

Note from the Executive Director
This is an exciting time in ASF’s 30-year history and I am glad you are
a part of it! Thanks to the financial support of all of our constituents
over the years, ASF continues to award scholarships to the best and
brightest students across the country. These students have gone on
to be a part of the innovation that will drive the success of America.
The Astronaut Scholar alumni are fortunate to have the mentorship of
astronauts, a network of the best and brightest peers... and you.
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CONTACT
Have questions, comments or story
suggestions? Please get in touch!

As we look ahead, ASF will continue to share the astronaut experiences
and stories that have defined America’s past. We will also offer new
opportunities to engage and hear from the Astronaut Scholars who are defining our country’s
future. From scholars developing new intelligence systems that will enhance national security to
working on the future missions to Mars, you are sure to find something fascinating.
As part of the ongoing effort to strengthen this nation’s workforce, ASF is building new partnerships
with companies seeking the most innovative students America has to offer. We look forward to
sharing those partnerships with you as we move forward.
The ASF team and I look forward to seeing you at our signature events and to working together
with you to support America’s heroes of tomorrow!

ADDRESS
Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code: ASF-1
Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899

Tammy M. Knowles
Executive Director, Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

EMAIL
info@astronautscholarship.org
PHONE
321-449-4876
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ASF’s 30th anniversary
Celebrating 30 Years in the Making
A Message from ASF Founder Senator John Glenn
Astronaut. That one word summarizes the intense level of
intelligence, ability, and sheer determination that it takes to be
selected for NASA’s space flight program. Now, imagine the
synergy created when some of the greatest astronaut legends
pool their talents on a mission to inspire and encourage future
generations to follow in their footsteps, to venture onto paths
unknown and to reach for goals beyond the farthest stretch of the
imagination. That’s the rich history of the Astronaut Scholarship
Foundation.
In honor of ASF’s 30th anniversary, ASF Founder Senator John
Glenn shared his thoughts on the organization and its lasting
impact.
Launching a Legacy: “The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
goes back a lot of years and this is an important anniversary. I
was thinking about how the whole thing started. To the best of my
recollection, the first person that came up with this idea was Henri
Landwirth, an innkeeper at the old Holiday Inn back in the early
days when we were spending a lot of time in Florida. We got to
be very good friends – all of the Mercury Seven knew Henri very
well. When some of us started leaving to do other things, after we
had flown, Henri thought that we should stay in touch because he
was aware of what a tight-knit group we had become. You never
saw a team work any closer together than we did back then. Henri
thought that closeness should continue and Alan Shepard took that
idea and decided to see what he could do with it.”
Building a Support Crew: “There have been a great number

of people, including former
astronauts, who have been
very active in moving this
organization forward and
as a result, it has been very
successful. This program has
awarded sizeable scholarships
to so many people, and these
people, by and large, want to
give back and are doing that
with their alumni association.
We need more of that in this
country.”
The Impact of STEM Education: “The United States is in a
competitive position, more than we have ever been before. STEM
education is a great and forceful thing happening for the good of
our country. We can all be proud of the Astronaut Scholarship
program and what it has done, but particularly proud of the people
that have gone through this program and are continuing to remain
active with the foundation.”
Closing
Remarks:
“The
Astronaut
Scholarship Foundation had a great start. It
has been advancing for many years, and has
worked out very, very well. It’s unique; I
don’t know of any other group like this that
has been formed anywhere in the world with
this kind of support.”

Announcing New Directors and Trustees
ASF is pleased to announce a recent appointment to the Board of
Directors:
Dr. Kathryn C. Thornton is a former
astronaut and veteran of four space flights:
STS-33 in 1989, STS-49 in 1992, STS-61
in 1993, and STS-73 in 1995, with more
than 975 hours logged in space. Thornton
currently serves as a professor at the
University of Virginia in the School of
Engineering and Applied Science in the
Department of Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering.
ASF is also happy to announce the recent
addition of two new members to the Board
of Trustees:
Mrs. Patty Carpenter is a long-time

supporter and friend of the foundation. Patty brings a true passion
for ASF’s mission, as she is the widow of the distinguished
Mercury 7 astronaut and ASF co-founder, the late Scott Carpenter.
Dr. James Mault, M.D., F.A.C.S., is the
Vice President and Chief Medical Officer of
Qualcomm Life. Dr. Mault has more than
30 years of experience in senior executive
positions in the health IT and medical device
industry as well as in clinical medicine.
Dr. Mault has founded five health IT and
medical device companies, and is the named
inventor of over 80 issued and pending U.S. patents for a variety of
novel health information and medical device innovations.
We are very grateful for these individuals’ willingness to share
their time and talents in the mission of inspiring students to pursue
educations and careers in the STEM fields.
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2014 astronaut scholars
Congratulations to the Astronaut Scholar Class of 2014
ASF Awards Astronaut Scholarship to a Record 32 Students
Each fall, the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation is proud to award exceptional university students across the United States with a
$10,000 Astronaut Scholarship to use toward their studies. The Astronaut Scholarship is one of the largest monetary awards given in
the United States to undergraduate STEM students based solely on merit, and the chosen students exhibit motivation, imagination, and
exceptional performance in these fields. This year, the foundation increased its number of scholarships given from 28 to 32. ASF is very
excited to announce the 2014 Class of Astronaut Scholars!

Scholar

Major

University

Sarah Bening
Amelie Berger
Benjamin Cromey
Mithi De Los Reyes
Matthew Doran*
Emily Erickson*
Matthew Fahrbach
John Farmer
Sai Gourisankar
William Green
Daniel Grimmer
Sarah Hansen
Ryan Henrici
Nirbhay Jain
Christina Kreisch
Sherman Lam
Caitlin Mackey*
Michael Markesbery
John Mehlhaff
Summer Morrill
Richard Murdock*
Divya Natarajan
Abigail Plummer
Aaron Priluck
Travis Sawyer
Maxwell Shinn
Jason Silverman*
Nicole Snyder
Jeni Sorli
Luke Strauskulage
Praveen Venkataramana*
Jillian Yuricich

Biomedical Engineering
Environmental Geoscience
Engineering, Optical Sciences
Applied Mathematics, Physics
Electrical & Computer Engineering
Animal Science, Biochemistry
Computer Science, Mathematics
Physics
Chemical Engineering
Mechanical Engineering, Optics
Engineering, Mathematics, Physics
Biomedical Engineering
Biochemistry, Molecular Biology
Chemistry
Mathematics, Physics
Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Zoology
Computer Science, Physics
Biology
Mechanical Engineering, Bioengineering
Biology, Biomedical Engineering
Mathematical Physics
Chemical Engineering
Engineering, Optical Sciences
Mathematics, Neuroscience
Astronautical Engineering
Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, Zoology
Chemical Engineering
Biotechnology
Mathematics
Aerospace Engineering

University of Minnesota
Texas A&M University
University of Arizona
North Carolina State University
University of Wisconsin
Purdue University
University of Kentucky
Clemson University
University of Texas
University of Rochester
University of Oklahoma
University of Virginia
Pennsylvania State University
University of Michigan
Washington University in St. Louis
Harvey Mudd College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Miami University
University of Washington
Tufts University
University of Central Florida
Georgia Institute of Technology
Brown University
University of Michigan
University of Arizona
University of Minnesota
University of Southern California
North Dakota State University
University of Colorado
Syracuse University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Ohio State University

*2013 Scholars who have been renewed for a second year
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scholar alumni news
Scholar Meetups
As part of ASF’s ongoing relationship with Astronaut Scholars, the
foundation coordinates regional meetups throughout the nation.
The purpose of the meetup is to enlist scholars for ASF outreach
programs, foster comradery, form networks, and build mentor
relationships between the alumni and incoming scholars. It is
always fascinating to hear how scholars are applying their STEM
educations to better our world!
Texas Meetup: (left to right) Member of the 2013 NASA Astronaut
Class, Christina Hammock (2000-2001), Ryan East (2006-2007), Katie
Burlingame (2010) and Paul Haugen (2004)

Scholars Give Back
Colorado Meetup: (left to right) Bill Kalinowski (2001), Emily Boster
(2012), Craig Schwartz (2008), Jeni Sorli (2014), Lisa Schott (1987-1989)
with ASF Trustee, Laura Shepard-Churchley

Scholars in the News
Dr. Patrick Biltgen, an engineer for BAE Systems, was recently in
the news for his contribution to their Advanced Analytic Framework
solutions, which was awarded an American Technology Award
for outstanding achievement in the aerospace and defense sectors
by the Tech American Foundation. BAE Systems Activity Based
Intelligence (ABI) software integrates information from various
sources into a single view and allows analysts in multiple agencies
to share information in real time. ABI is described as an ‘easy
button’ for intelligence analysis and is credited with reducing the
time it would take to complete certain tasks from three weeks to
less than three hours.

Astronaut Scholars often share how much
the Astronaut Scholarship impacted their
education and overall success. Out of
their gratitude, the scholars launched
the Scholars Give Back campaign and
are helping to strengthen America’s
innovative competitiveness by
investing in its brightest STEM
scholars through the organization
that invested in them.
Last year, Astronaut Scholars “gave back” with donations totaling
$21,480 – bringing the total contributions by Astronaut Scholars
to $100,000, the equivalent of ten scholarships! In honor of ASF’s
30th anniversary, they have increased this year’s fundraising goal
to $30,000. With more than half a year left in the campaign, this
dedicated group has already raised well over half of the goal, with
more than $20,000 received in pledges and donations.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE
to the Scholars Give Back campaign in honor of a
family member, friend, or business associate that
is an Astronaut Scholar, simply note the scholar’s
name when you make your on-line donation
at www.AstronautScholarship.org/donate or by
mailing your contribution to:

Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code:ASF-1
Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899
Astronaut Scholar alumnus Patrick Biltgen

5

2014 astronaut hall of fame induction
Astronauts Lucid and Ross Enter Astronaut Hall of Fame

2014 Astronaut Hall of Fame Inductees Jerry Ross and Shannon Lucid
While numerous celebrity functions include a walk on the
red carpet, no other event’s attendees can boast the level of
accomplishments as the honored guests of the United States
Astronaut Hall of Fame (AHOF) Induction Ceremony. Legends
from every phase of the space program unite in this momentous
occasion as the newest inductees are recognized for their
contributions in space.

Stafford conducted the raffle of an Omega watch and astronauts
Hoot Gibson and Dick Gordon rallied audience participation in
a live auction with their friendly banter and slapstick humor.
The evening became even livelier when Gordon launched an
impromptu auction of an authentic commissioned Apollo 12
tartan tie from his personal collection, which he just happened
to be wearing at the time.

This year, Space Shuttle astronauts Shannon Lucid and Jerry
Ross were selected to join their honored peers. The ceremony was
held in the new Space Shuttle Atlantis attraction at the Kennedy
Space Center Visitor Complex (KSCVC). The majestic orbiter,
which both Lucid and Ross spent time aboard, is suspended
within the exhibit as it would have appeared in orbit, creating a
breathtaking backdrop to the day’s celebrations. In 1996, Lucid
was transported to Mir aboard Atlantis; she there completed a
188-day mission on the space station. In addition, five of Ross’s
seven space flights took place aboard Atlantis.

Thanks to the support of its many generous patrons, ASF is able
to provide scholarships to America’s best and brightest students.
As Emcee John Zarrella, esteemed journalist and former space
correspondent for CNN, so eloquently stated that evening, “As
any astronaut can tell you, it takes many, many hands to ensure
a successful mission. Each of us have a unique and integral role.
For the past 30 years, the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation has
pooled together resources to inspire and empower tomorrow’s
leaders in science, technology, engineering and math. In doing
so, they are strengthening this nation’s global competiveness.
And that my friends, is a very special mission indeed.”

As part of this time-honored tradition, ASF hosts a black-tie gala
the night before the ceremony, giving guests the opportunity
to dine in the company of America’s greatest space legends. In
addition to honoring the inductees, this year’s program included
a memorial tribute to ASF Founder Scott Carpenter, a special
video presentation by ASF Founder Senator John Glenn, and
a rare performance by the MaxQ astronaut band. General Tom

THANKS

to Our Great

Sponsors!

SAVE THE DATE

2015 U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame
Induction Gala - April 24, 2015

James Long
Hubble
Huggers

Space Systems

2014 astronaut hall of fame induction
Scholars Shine during Hall of
Fame Induction Weekend
From artificial intelligence to quantum physics, the topics
were vast and varied during the Astronaut Scholar Technical
Conference. The event was a tremendous success, with astronaut
Eileen Collins launching the program as the keynote speaker,
followed by presentations from twenty Astronaut Scholars.
“The conference is a wonderful opportunity to showcase what
our Astronaut Scholars are up to,” boasts Tammy Knowles,
Executive Director. “It’s fascinating to hear the innovative
projects the scholars are working on, and it is rewarding to know
that ASF played a part in their success.”
You can read abstracts from the Scholar Technical Conference
at: www.AstronautScholarship.org/scholars/astronaut-scholarannual-meeting/

Scholar Spotlight: Jarret Lafleur
During Friday night’s Induction
Gala, Jarret Lafleur, an Astronaut
Scholar, gave a keynote speech
sharing his thoughts and story
with the 400 guests in attendance.
The following is an excerpt from
his speech:
I am proud to say I am an alumnus
of the Astronaut Scholarship
program. I received the Astronaut
Scholarship in both 2005 and 2006,
when I was an undergraduate
aerospace engineering student
at Georgia Tech. I continued my
education into graduate school and
in 2012 earned my Ph.D. in Aerospace Engineering. Today I am a
research and development engineer working within a strategic science
and engineering think tank at the Department of Energy’s Sandia
National Laboratories, one of our nation’s premier national security
laboratories. Every day, we tackle issues ranging from renewable energy
and climate change to homeland security and defense.
Imagine one day, you receive a phone call. America’s astronauts, your
heroes and the nation’s heroes, have personally looked at your academic
accomplishments, your research, your future plans, and they believe
you have the right stuff to ensure that the United States continues to
lead the world in science and technology. Congratulations, because
you have just earned the largest undergraduate science and technology
scholarship based solely on merit in the country. Wow.

Astronaut Eileen Collins speaks to scholars and guests
Thanks to the following sponsors for supporting the Scholar
Technical Conference:

James
Long

SPECIAL
THANKS

SM

SM

For me, the Astronaut Scholarship was a spark. In addition to its
generous financial support, it gave me the confidence to take ambitious
steps with my research and career. It promoted the value of new and
innovative research, and it helped to solidify my desire and belief that
I should and could see my education through to my doctoral degree.
The Astronaut Scholarship is unlike any other science or engineering
scholarship. Every year, all scholars and alumni are invited back, not
only to talk to the astronauts who selected us, but to network and learn
from each other, allowing cross-pollination among disciplines that so
frequently results in new scientific ideas. Because of this relationship,
many scholars choose to give back, often monetarily but also by
volunteering their ideas, skills, and time throughout the year. I’d like
to encourage each of you to give to the foundation in your own way,
whether by volunteering at one of the events, spreading the word about
the scholarship to your friends, family, and colleagues, or simply by
donating to the foundation.

The Astronaut Hall of Fame (AHOF) Induction Weekend is a
collaborative effort between ASF, Delaware North Companies
(DNC), Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex (KSCVC) and NASA.
ASF serves as a consultant in the operation of AHOF by supervising
the selection of astronaut inductees, obtaining personal artifacts
for display, participating in the induction ceremony and organizing
other special events. KSCVC & DNC generously support the efforts
of the ASF by housing the organization on campus and through
contributions to the Astronaut Scholarship program and special
events.

upcoming events
2014 Astronaut Autograph & Memorabilia Show
Weekend Offers Opportunities to Get to Know Legends
Space enthusiasts from around the globe are counting down the
days until the next Astronaut Autograph and Memorabilia
Show (AAMS) weekend, November 6-9, 2014. This premiere
event offers close encounters with more than 30 of America’s true
space legends.
Astronauts and space icons representing every era of manned
spaceflight are signing on to participate in weekend activities,
including favorites such as Gene Cernan, Jim Lovell, and Tom
Stafford. “It’s exciting to have astronauts and other special guests
representing so many phases of the space program participate in
this event,” remarks Tammy Knowles, ASF’s Executive Director.

Beach Hilton’s tiki deck.
•

Friday’s Night under the Stars takes place at the Exploration
Tower at Port Canaveral, with seven floors of incredible
vistas and exciting programs including guest speakers, a
special presentation by General Tom Stafford, and more
opportunities to interact with astronauts.

•

Saturday and Sunday’s Astronaut Autograph and
Memorabilia Show, held at the Kennedy Space Center
Visitor Complex, allows guests the opportunity to have
personal items or newly-purchased space memorabilia
autographed by astronauts and other space icons.
Saturday evening’s Pioneers of Space celebration offers the
opportunity to mingle and dine with astronauts.

•

Space is limited and tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served
basis. Visit www.AstronautScholarship.org/AAMS for tickets and
up-to-date information on participating astronauts and vendors.

Astronaut Tom Stafford poses for a fan photo
For many collectors, this weekend has become somewhat of
an annual pilgrimage to the Space Coast. “I’ve attended all the
AAMS events, plus the Apollo 15 anniversary event and a couple
of Hall of Fame weekends,” comments Bruce Moody, a true space
enthusiast and long-time supporter of ASF. “The first thing that
hits me when I attend an ASF event is that I’m not simply watching
a great movie about the history of space exploration, I’m standing
in the room with the people that actually did it. These events are
perfect opportunities to
help clear away so many
negative things we humans
absorb every day by getting
to experience one-on-one
interactions with people
who have done remarkable
things. I always leave an
ASF event with a renewed
sense that anything is Moody with Gene Cernan
possible,” he added.
AAMS offers an assortment of events with something for every
interest and price point. Guests can purchase all-inclusive
packages or individual tickets to the following events:
•

8

Thursday’s Monte Carlo Casino Night invites guests to try
their luck against astronauts in a variety of professionally
manned games while enjoying the atmosphere of the Cocoa

Guests dine with the stars at a previous AAMS celebration

2014 Fall Auction of
Astronaut Memorabilia
The 2014 Fall Auction of Astronaut Memorabilia, which will be
featured throughout AAMS weekend, will showcase 40 lots from
five decades of space travel, including many flown artifacts.
Though the items will be displayed at AAMS, the auction itself
is hosted online and bidders need not be present to participate.
Visitors to ASF’s website will be able to view the items and
register for their virtual paddle numbers beginning on Thursday,
October 30.
Bidding begins Saturday, November 1 at 9 a.m. EDT and closes
November 8, 2014 at 9:30 p.m. EST during AAMS weekend’s
Pioneers of Space celebration.
Bookmark www.AstronautScholarship.org/auction to view the
lots and secure your virtual paddle number in October!

STEM WORKFORCE
Advancing America’s Future with STEM Awareness
STEM Workforce Partner Campaign Supports Best & Brightest
ASF has launched the STEM Workforce Partner Campaign, a
new initiative to join with leading corporations and increase
awareness of the impact that science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) have on America’s progress and economy.
ASF has 30 years of experience and a proven track record of
identifying the best and brightest scholars. The accomplishments
of our 370 alumni have profoundly impacted our nation through
technological innovations in health care, energy, defense,
aerospace, homeland security, and so much more. As we
increase the number of universities and scholar participants,
establish internships and employment opportunities, and build a
network of leading employers, we will advance America’s global
competitiveness. Together we can strengthen the talent that will be
available for tomorrow’s workforce.

WHY IS THIS INITIATIVE NECESSARY?
•

For the first time in U.S. history, more than half
of the awarded U.S. patents went to non-U.S.
companies.

•

A significant percentage of technical talent is
being acquired via foreign students through
U.S. universities.

•

If the U.S. regains its status as a top-performing
country, its GDP (gross domestic product)
could increase by 5% by 2037.

This campaign includes an innovative approach with the
involvement of astronauts, scholars, and industry leaders.
Corporate partners will have a unique opportunity to:
•

Engage with some of the best and brightest STEM university
students America has to offer

•

Be among the first to recruit from this talent pool

•

Have a hands-on approach to developing tomorrow’s STEM
workforce

Collectively, corporate partners will provide $1,000,000 in
annual financial support to invest in the lives of the top university
STEM students. Those students, in turn, will help build the strong
workforce needed to keep America innovative and encourage
companies to remain in the United States.
For more information about becoming a STEM Workforce Partner,
please contact Executive Director Tammy Knowles at 321-4494876.

Building Friendships through Meet & Greets
ASF is thrilled to participate in regional Meet & Greet events
throughout the nation. These events are hosted by ASF patrons who
graciously open their homes or businesses in order to introduce a
concentrated group of individuals to ASF’s mission. Astronauts and
Astronaut Scholars in attendance share their personal experiences
and engage with guests, discussing STEM education and the need
for a qualified workforce. Guests leave with an understanding of
the impact that the Astronaut Scholarships have – not only on
their recipients – but on this nation’s workforces in fields such as
aerospace, energy, defense, intelligence, and homeland security.
Thank you to Caldwell Vineyard for hosting a Meet & Greet at their
beautiful Napa, California vineyard, and to ASF Board of Trustees
Chairman Laura Shepard-Churchley for generously opening her
Colorado home to friends of the foundation. Upcoming events are
scheduled for central Florida!

Astronauts, Astronaut Scholars, patrons and friends gathered in support of
ASF’s mission to promote STEM education and awareness. TOP California
Meet & Greet (left to right): Dan Bursch, Jack Caldwell, Vance Brand, Lisa
Schott, James ‘Ox’ van Hoften, Jarret LaFleur, Cole Kazemba, Joseph Han,
Ryan Field, and Dan Brandenstein BOTTOM Colorado Meet & Greet (left
to right): Dr. Dirk Raemdonck, Ann Brown, Gordon Brown, James Lovell,
Laura Shepard-Churchley, Fred Churchley, and Leslie Raemdonck.

If you are interested in hosting a Meet & Greet event on behalf
of ASF, please contact Executive Director Tammy Knowles at 321449-4876.
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GIFTS IN MEMORY
An Astronaut Scholarship: A Gift That Keeps Giving
Gifts in Scott Carpenter’s Memory Support STEM in His Name

Astronaut Scott Carpenter: Longtime Friends of ASF
Leaving a Lasting Memory Fund Memorial Scholarship
Known by the world as a legendary Mercury Seven astronaut, Scott
Carpenter will forever be remembered for his accomplishments
in space. He was also a loving husband, devoted father, and
loyal friend. For those who knew him personally, words cannot
adequately describe all that his character embodied. It is his gentle
smile, his insatiable curiosity, and his passion for life that will
never be forgotten.
ASF will always remember Scott for, among so many other
accolades, helping to found this organization and continuing
to develop it into what it is today. Sharing her late husband’s
commitment to ASF, Patty Carpenter has accepted a position on
the Board of Trustees and has generously established the Scott
Carpenter Memorial Fund to continue his legacy. Donations made
in his memory will fund Scott Carpenter Astronaut Scholarships
to be awarded at the University of Colorado, in his hometown of
Boulder.
If you would like to make a donation to the Astronaut Scholarship
Foundation in honor of Scott, please use the envelope included in
this publication or visit www.AstronautScholarship.org.
If you would like to discuss establishing a legacy fund, please
contact ASF’s Executive Director Tammy Knowles at 321-4494876.

Patty and Scott Carpenter at a previous ASF event
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Successful nonprofits strive to build relationships with individuals
and companies that support their cause through financial or inkind contributions, special event attendance, or volunteer service.
When patrons step up to fill not just one, but all of these roles, it
is a true testament to their commitment to the organization and its
mission.
ASF would like to recognize two such supporters, Steve Wirth and
his fiancée, Jill D’Agostino, who became actively involved with
ASF six years ago and have been loyal supporters ever since. They
faithfully participate in ASF’s fundraising events, as either patrons
or serving as volunteers.
Wirth’s interest in the space program began when he was a boy
growing up in Vero Beach, watching the Apollo astronauts rocket
to the moon. “My Dad was chief engineer for Piper Aircraft in
Vero and that helped spark my interest as well.” Steve has been
an avid space enthusiast since and belongs to a society of space
memorabilia collectors.
Recently, Page, Wolfberg, & Wirth, a public safety law and
consulting firm of which Wirth is a founding partner, contributed
$10,000 for a scholarship in honor of Scott Carpenter.
“ASF does such wonderful work in developing the brain power we
need to improve our country and this planet,” Wirth commented.
“We were very pleased that ASF has this program allowing for
direct sponsorship of a scholarship. It is our hope that other
individuals and businesses will step up to fund scholarships.”

Steve Wirth and Jill D’Agostino with Scott Carpenter

2014 january-june donors
A Sincere Thank You to Our Generous Supporters
You are an Important Part of Our Foundation’s Success
$10,000 +

Page, Wolfberg, & Wirth, LLC
USAA Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Thomas Stafford

$1,001 - $4,999
Anonymous Donor
Patrick Biltgen
Chubb & Son
Frank & Rebecca Culbertson
Joseph Fischer
Rick Hauck & Susan Bruce
Andrew LaGravenese
James L. Long
Joan Long
Harvey Oyer
Jonathan Pikalek
Margaret Race
Kimberly Stanek
Richard & Donna Strong

UP TO $1,000
Buzz Aldrin
William & Valerie Anders
Daniel Araya
Patricia Aziere
Elizabeth Bethoney
Robert Blandford
Josh & Jessica Blomberg
Keith & Carol Brown
John Caldwell
Charles Clayton
Suzi Cooper
Walt & Dot Cunningham
Christopher Curry
Ed Dominguez
Timothy Duquette
K-I-T Astronaut Wives
Sean Gill
Andrea S. Gordon
Ken & Theresa Havekotte
Martha Head
John Heller
Zoe Hesp
Anne Hintz
Lois Huneycutt
Ethelbert Jones
Cole Kazemba
Deborah Kilpatrick
Lisa King
Ian Koblick
Tracy Kornfeld
Mark Larson
Tzvi Mackson
Brian K. Mathason
McKenna, Long, & Aldridge, LLP
JoAnn Morgan
Ross Pensa
PEPI Sports
Molly Precourt
Diane Renner
Steven Smith
Pam Timmins
This list consists of
non-special event gifts.
Marie Young

Join These Donors and Support America’s Future!

Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
Mail Code: ASF-1
Kennedy Space Center, FL 32899

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S POSITION IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

HISTORY OF THE FOUNDATION
Thirty years ago, the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts – Scott Carpenter, Gordon Cooper, John Glenn, Walter Schirra, Alan Shepard and Deke
Slayton – came together with the goal to use their joint credibility to encourage students to pursue scientific endeavors to keep America on
the leading edge of technology. That idea led to the formation of the Mercury 7 Foundation, which later became the Astronaut Scholarship
Foundation (ASF). Together with Betty Grissom (widow of the seventh, Virgil “Gus” Grissom), William Douglas, M.D. (the Project Mercury flight
surgeon), and Henri Landwirth (Orlando businessman and friend of the astronauts) the Mercury 7 astronauts provided scholarships for students
that excelled in the area of science.
Today, more than 100 astronauts from the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab and Space Shuttle programs have joined in the mission. Through the
garnered support of astronauts, industry leaders, educational institutions and patrons, ASF awards merit-based scholarships to the best and
brightest university students who excel in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The prestigious Astronaut Scholarship is
known nationwide for being among the highest scholarships awarded to undergraduate STEM students. Since its inception, ASF has awarded
over $4 million in scholarships to more than 370 of the nation’s top scholars.

MISSION
To aid the United States in retaining its world leadership in science and technology by providing college scholarships for the very best and
brightest students pursuing science, technology, engineering, or math degrees. In addition, ASF strongly promotes the importance of science
and technology to the general public by facilitating unique programs and special events.
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